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Gulfhaven SDA Church – Houston,TX
The Gulfhaven Seventh-day Adventist Church continues in our commitment to serving our local 

Houston community.  During the COVID-19 pandemic the on-going outreach program at our Gulfhaven
Food Pantry has served more than 3,600 families, which includes more than 18,000 individuals.  Through 
the dedicated service of about 10-15 volunteers each week, food delivered by the Houston Food Bank is 
unloaded, sorted, packed into boxes on a Monday and then served to the community, via a drive-thru food 
distribution system, on a Tuesday.  A no-contact procedure has made this outreach very effective, as 
volunteers load the boxes of food directly into the cars of the recipients. “This outreach initiative would not 
be possible without the support of our faithful and dedicated team of Gulfhaven volunteers and the 
generosity and support of the Houston Foodbank,” said Noel Lazarus, pastor of Gulfhaven, who along with 
his wife, Venetia, leads the food pantry ministry. “Our volunteers work long hours, some even coming to 
help straight from work or leave to work after helping out at our food pantry.”     



Gulfhaven SDA Church – Houston, TX
Gulfhaven’s Food Pantry has operated regularly since 
January 2017, and serves as a beacon of  hope, 
providing hunger-relief  to needy families in our 
community. “We’re all committed to being the hands 
and feet of  Christ as we provide a much needed
service to our community,” said Venetia Lazarus.  
During natural disasters like Hurricane Harvey and 
Tropical Storm Imelda, a Disaster Relief  Center 
combined with our Food Pantry, provided much 
needed emergency assistance to our Houston 
Community. During this time of  COVID-19, more 
people have been served than ever before. From 
week to week, the drive-thru food service has seen 
increasing numbers of  families in need.



Gulfhaven SDA Church – Houston, TX
COVID-19 has caused many families to 

experience unprecedented challenges and tighter 
budgets than they normally would have for living 
expenses. With the closure of non-essential 
businesses, people who previously had no need to 
visit the Gulfhaven Food Pantry, have found 
themselves patiently waiting in long carlines, 
together with hundreds of people, for the drive-thru 
food service. Our Food Pantry aims to continue this 
drive-thru food give-away once a week, if 
everything goes according to plan with the food 
supply being restocked.  



Gulfhaven SDA Church – Houston, TX
Operating this ministry at such a expanded capacity would 

not be possible without the generous support of the North 
American Division and Texas Conference Adventist Community 
Services (ACS) who allocated a special COVID-19 grant of 
$5000 to assist with much-needed food supplies and personal 
protection equipment (PPE).  Additionally, the Gulfhaven Food 
Pantry was given a COVID-19 capital grant from the Houston 
Food Bank of $4000 to assist with remodeling the entrance of 
our food pantry facility. 

As social distancing and other restrictions continue to be 
mandated at this time, it is our heart-felt prayer that our ministry 
here at Gulfhaven will continue, and that God will bless all of
the families we serve and multiply His blessings to our 
volunteers as well. 


